
Copy of the proposals of the inhabitants of the English part of Newfoundland for 
ransoming their goods.  

 

We inhabitants of St. Johns, Petty Harbour, Bay Bulls, Quidi vidi, Tar Bay, Portugal Cove and 

Parlican, have this day desired and do humbly desire Monsr.de Ovide de Bruillan, King's 

Lieutenant at Placentia and Commander in Chief of the Fort of St. Johns, and the Harbours 

abovementioned, to grant us the liberty (if it be his good pleasure) to ransom and buy our 

goods as they are specify'd in the 9 following articles. (1) We promise and engage one for the 

other to pay to M.St. Ovide de Brouillian 100 quintals of fish for each shallop, and 50 quintals 

for each half shallop (wch. shall be sent a fishing by said inhabitants) of the first fish that shall 

be cured, and incase the English or other nation take this Port, or that it be abandon'd by the 

French, we promise to pay to the said St. Ovide de Brouillan, or to his order inLondon, £70 

sterl. per boat, in good bills of exchange, for performance of which we have deliver'd you 3 

ransomers until perfect payment of said ransom, which shall be in Aug., Sept. or Oct. next. (2) 

That our houses situated in the harbours above-named may be  preserved in the same estate as 

they are at this day, with all our cloaths, and the cloaths of our families.(3) There must be no 

manner of damage done to ourstages, flakes, shallops and other utensils of the fishery that we 

have actually in possession. (4) M. de St.Ovide is only to furnish us with 20 hhds. of salt for 

each ransom'd shallop, and 10 to each half shallop. (5)That no waste or damage be done by the 

French tothe victuals that we have in our houses for the subsistence of our families. (6) After 

we have began the Fishery, there shall be no manner of hindrance, butall shallops suffer'd to go 

to sea, as heretofore. (7) If anything be taken from an inhabitant, or any spoil made by the 

French, contrary to the above articles, the same shall be returned or the value, and the offender 

punished as M. de St. Ovide shall judge proper. (8)We promise upon our word and honour not 

to commitany acts of hostility against the French, but to live as neuters, until our ransom be 

comply'd with and paid.(9) If after said time the French dwell masters and peaceable 

possessors of this port and harbours above named, then we shall have free liberty to buy or 

ransom some small vessels sufficient to transport us to New or Old England, with our effects, 

after our ransom be paidand acquitted. And if any inhabitants have a mind toreside in the land, 

they shall have free liberty, and their houses and effects shall be defended. St. Johns, 

Newfoundland, Feb. 2, 170 8/9. Signed, 

 

 St. Johns, owners of shallops, John Marshall, Gilbert Jane, James Fuss, Thomas Greeny, 

William Roberts, (1½), Giles Goree, Richard Goodbed, Nehemiah Hore, John Studley, Edward 

Sheppard, John Martin, Bartho. Webber, Samuel Nick, Richard Miller, John Tucker, Henry 

Jeffry, Rupert Harris, Pancras Collin, John Drew.  

 

Petty Harbour:—Thomas Ford (2), Richard Colesworthy (1½),John Lee (1½), Elias Cunditt 

(2), John Stripling, Richard Willson, Nicholas Langley, William Langmayd,John Chasse, 

Edward Hill, Adam Shiliver, John Wakem, Andrew Holman, John Marshall.  

 

Bay of Bulls:—William Hancock, William Squarry (2), Joseph Knill (½), Edward Weeks, 

William Bole, John Chasse, Samuel Hendly, William Woodmason, John Campion,Samuel 

Windsor, John Rex (2), Nicholas Cunnitt, John Wallis, John Mitchell, Sarah Short.  

 

Quidi Vidi:—JohnElliott, William Nicholls and Richard Tapley (3), Robert Sellman, Gregory 

Cole, William Bargus (2), Richard Bawden, Rowland Martin, Thomas Roberts, ThomasCarter, 

George Laudly, Thomas Johnson (1½).  

 

TarBay and Portugal Cove:—John Cock (2), Philip Stuckey, Abraham Barrett, Alexander 

Green. Same endorsement.1 large p. 
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