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Historical Reeords
Of Hr. Grace

HARBOUR GRACE—In 1832,
.| Brigus was one of the principal
|| ports in this country both for
‘| exports ns well as for imports,
and could well hold its own with
Carbonear and Harbour Grace.

| The old veleran, Cept. William
"| Minden, Master and owner of the
“Four Brothers” had the first hun- |
_| drod ton vessel built te prosecute |-
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And Men : :
AtHr. Grace : _ .
HARBOUR GRACE—Thg sink.) sometimes called Franklin, |

h mmvlllv'_n.ﬁf “ELLEN |
MUNK" fing of the Elien Muen a5 (ol by | must wll yon how be came by the

ang of ihe erew. L Intter pRmea, wag peluralng

After seeing the distress sipaal from the Labrader when
e le me Trore s old matas] o leved wilh ihe water by Mg frum the Eilem Alusn, Big Phil | sehooner horboured al Brahaes on
Sl 18 Uhere s seme baes interest | dime, 2nd an the bewspril sl the Handeoek and his moft whe were | the French Shore, He weml
In @ ere g s be interest]  dowechaul swinging tw dhe strang | fhat winter bitiding 3 boot In| ashore nd Enig lee woody hust
for thzee who e 1n henr e, m | | Jomes Cove come 1o aur asslst-| kng curlew and ho traversed fhe
sigeics of ships ard thelr adven- :nh.! lhin-i| the run': [ anee. countey for miles, & thick fag
turlne. uag e fhe ok Bl PhU w leal rhristlan | sottled ;

“in the yeur, 1036 the Flien ke lemeiny and the basisi ly ng a typleal chrictian | sotlled nver
onn, £ fons, beluneiag 0 s s | ma who had the words of Serip-| riell to
Musa aml Company, Haromic El heart,

HANBOUR GRACE — Where
Alv's slary came bpam, or by wham
1 was writien, 1 caneel fefl 0

HR, GRACE—"The heavy rain 1 was In the siern af the baat, |
| af Wednesday, which at times was
Ilhr:llier than any cxperience hers
! for vears, compleled the work loft
i wnclone in the aflernoen by the
| Vanguard, !
! On Thursday several sheels af |
' deebroky avay and were drives |
by the gale of wind, (hes blowlng |

the land and he Eus
ihy seashores  as 1
galap in all

mre alwosl by and  his | thought, bup he war

vight out of .the Bay, Gracs, loil King's Cave on Cheisl- 1 | words 1o my father were, an that | {re time, and when he shades of} .
A1 22 oclock, e loe was sone _mias Day o i Bay - sl W o el Tamoratls mogning words that 1| nig wore aling fast, he sped nn] .| the sealfishery and was highliner |
I Bear's Cove Foinl 0 fho after g e sl he st e e wRC T 1 shall nover forgel, “Oh dimmue | and on pol knowing where he was that year as -

: The following will give some

Flyan, mr poor man, how grieved | going, He loy down e o while |
¥ am e sep yom n this feerible; and mext morsing started ol
plight—yone vessel gémg o tha ! again, lill geing further laland
fofiom with all your wisler sug | Whon o did net mach the schoe. |
plles, hesides your bed pad bedd ser al night, they senl g search!
Ing and all your housshold ulen.! parties wilh gums and seonred,
sils, vour wife and children hud.|the barrens bl saw noy heard aa
tied ~ kere  togelher  on | isage of him. o in the meantime ©
winter's ilay with sathing 1a vat! wae out of the reach of sonnd of -
and np shelter. Here wnder f(he puns.
benad esnogy of Hoaven, lel mz|  Next day, and for sevesal days,
remind vou of the words of our |be erew scoured the eountry, but
Divine Redeemer tn b ey | siill no slgn of the missing maas. |
Seriptures ‘he fones have boles, | At last muy.&m up all hepe o
but the Son of Man hath na Plce | rotureed 10 King's Cove o el the
ta Iny hig head! sercowfal news ol the mysterious
Lel us faink of the telals and! disoppearance uf their comrade,
trloibatlons of aur Blessed Saviour | His poor wile (har malden pame
foz our salvation and lel us olfer| wis Martn Saundore) became ai-
wp tn the Throne of il Most Tigh, | most Erantle <sith gelal snd fitted |
an thank Him whh 31l our bearts | out g schooner from her own,
for saving vou gnd your tamily | peivag money el Lo Der by Ber
fram  waleTy _graves, % come | [nther, They gol oaly pacl way—|
with me and by God's Holy Will | met heav slorms and were fore- |
we will soen have you in sheller. | ed th relurn, |
and at lanz a3 there [s » crust| This voage was likpned fo fhe |
¢ brend belween Man Point omid | expedition that Lady Franklin fil. |
Gonse Head, vou snd you family | tod oul In England |n 1857 ta g}
wiil mot stasve, for we will share | gg the reseoe of her husbozd Sle |

We met snese losee je fust he
low Gorwe Mo anil rrsied ug
Ints the Seuls Essl Arm. where
we st dee of fun aights making
. brezod the salls and had lied
Tet 8 when the ey came fram
Cbelow 1z she was Tling with
water, the leo hoving, Yewl her
Lrouzh”, lestantly, my father, whe
was masler anil was taking W
family with him inebading Ntw
sali—a hay ol fieseen—and Vb0
zrew Jumped intn the hald wih
hatehets,” had  slariad ned e thew buth p hease amil theezh by
plils I hoen fose [ram ifs tmb-" B IneRss G we live e Doy, e )

woeked wetll the!  madu umt uniil spring. 1 mest |
waler hal resched (heir wekds]  here gite a wend of prise b (e )
Usdcreh Laeily whe Tived o the |
dock, Ui Bem was i
Fhil” isha alterweands seitlol do
in Jamwes Cie, Fe wi ardlisg 3 |
sebagrr baill (st wliier in e
Dagk, aml whea he s lhe dis
Iress aksnab {nan the Ellen Murn |
he zave enlens le 3l bis mes b
drvp thelr eals andl pun, i

Thaugh, n eressin lhe ice, they |

risk Lheir lives ay the jee |

noon, (he Vangward weay out 10,
Sbe clear  water and  roturned, |
| being afterwards engazel in
iting the lee inside the ben
! Yestorday  marning (February 71|
| she succzaded 0 cwtting out the |.
| Fruiy Bowl from the mpper room
and brought ber clear. She leil
for the West Indice for which
place she had recelved a fish car-
go some weeks apa. The Lady
-i{:lm-er was next liborated amal she
| shartly after, Beft for St Johnsi
| in charge of Capt, Curtls, Far the
rest of (he day the Vanguard was
engaged In cutling up the lec
Capt. Hawkins.
gheil (he harkour, In charge of
| Last nighl, she opened the way
i for the Brigt, Golden Flecee and
|lhe ngraham eul {through (he fce,
| The channel made by her is
i| again salidly frozen, the broken
*| i hiaving been cemonted together
i the sovere frost last night
o [Febmary Tth) i

iden of the foreign trade carried
-on at Brigus. Jan, 20th, 1832,
The Brig "“lanthe,” Capl. = Percy
eleared far Alicante; Spain - with
2,400 stls, fish. G Rl
. Jem. 21st, The Brig. “Guy
borough” Capt. - Bennelt arrived
from Oportg, Porlugal with salt
and wine. )

Jan, 28, The Brig "Blandford”
Copt, Colemon cleared f{or Bar
badose with codfish, mackeral and
cod sounds,

Féb, 1st, The Barque “Johm"
Capt; Stephens cleared for bar
| badoes with a similar eargo.
-Aprll, The Brig. “Tonte” Capt.|:
.| Perey entered with salt'and wine.
April The Brig. “Sarah” Capt.|
Hayman entercd with large gen-
eral ecarfo {rom Liverpool Eng:
land, consisting of [lour, pork,
dry goods including pipes and

the

wies hedl clapeed from the fime (he |
alarms wps glveq mll the.caters |
#d the Smih Eact Arm elaszd sver

were witaul
fing and sheler in the gl af
she farest, Most ol fhe porple |
were tory Kisd 10 us, They Lok ns
in their heuses or lag buis, as|
ther wire anle winlering there. |
Tooy shared fholr food with e |

there e

tenilers pol al Uhe pumps, 2 signik;
o dlires ues Bolsed bl Dhe
waber kepl gining sad she Wied |
randily. |

When the men came [ the |
il ey Wssel aut the Baals |
and (he erew of 23 mes, women |
il chiénen b Lo Jump Ger their |
Tives wilh md 2 patiche [nwl, |
aml whilr, only what elothes they |
heil o Eheir hacks. i

1t was then thet the real dare

N exiremely

hail
was very weak and unsake to wali |
on, Big Phil bed the way and all
his erew  behind - him, Litlle

, tmred dhey dor dhe risk whan 8|
Lellaw eerature was In e |
{Caniseurd next Weekh

sinking wassl auing lo-the young |
ite exposied 1o be drawa inlo the |

tn ' ; the la#l moysel with you, and lo oy Franklin why sought to dis
- ...”a;mm_x!s;‘#lhm; %;”f\":u":'ln: s think'of the woeds of cav Divine | eover a porth-wes| passage tweie ploughs,

1 ing vesscl, whilst the reen, only I mod;;dm.- whpul he ;]-n - "I1|\.r- cip yuu M{:ahr:_ ' — i :
five In numiter were hasting theie | of ealil waler given In s Name' 4 shogy onds here bl : “ 3t
war LB the e Vand sa Tie oergod. e with | 1t seams that Diek Hasmleoek was n April wTh" Brig. ,AT'“[:H* ]

* nribor prssages from Seriplure, | rescued or found his way back far “apl, hiteway  arrived  from

Oct 4. 1956 o alher men who were e he 1o said t have mot the mamo Liverpool with a simllar cargo,

1 " pecially tood o us al that sime. Franklin from hie experience a< *In June, three vessels all clear.
o g (were Dick Handeosk who wos . ol in fhls arbicle ed with seéal oil and skins mostly
;wamm GRACE NEWS— . Oct 25, 1956 2 for Liverpool, The Brig “Liberty”

Capl, Adey, arrived direet from

.. -Sea Yarns
SINKING OF THE HILDA R. BY
’ SUBMARINE, 1817

", HR, GRACE —Visit the North

Of Ships And Men

Hamburg with herd bread, butter,
peas, leather, hams and brick.

It Is interesting to look back at
these old elearances and manifests’
of cargocs to see the changes that

have come  @lbout since then.
1t Is many years sincg flour and,
pork were imported from Eng-
.{land. Hamburg bread was a  very
.| imporiont article of food. | ;
| 1t ls remarked that it ls only
necessary to look at some of the
older bulldings to reo
quellly of the Hamburg briek of

carcasses for the people, and the
poor would not be forgotien el-)

ther.

The [sabelln Ridley was conald-
ered the most successiul | ship
that .ever salled out of Newfound-
land, She was lost about 1884 nt
Feather Point on the Southside
of Harbour Grace,

A STORY OF A GREAT SEAL-
ING CAPTAIN, CAPT,
HENRY THOMEY

HARBOUR GHACE = It scems

a pily that the stories which are|
wrapped around the history of
the town of Harhour Grace should
he forgatten, especially when they
concern the advenluve and daring

‘Eastern Fish Plant at Harbour
‘Grace and at the entrance pate
. you will, meet & sturdily built man
of nearly :three score years and
fen—Watehman John Sheehan,

* 1f you stop to talk with him, he
ean tell some interesting storles
‘of the days when-he went to sea,
‘but none can be more thrilling

| and rereading, so here It is:

‘than that ‘of the time when he was
on the schooner Hilda R. when she
was sunk by a submarine, His
story was printed aller he return.
'ed home from that memordble
voyage, but it will hear retelling

The good ship Hilda R., owned

| by McRae & Sons, Captaln William
i Yetman, master, left

‘Harbour
Grace with a cargo 6f No. 1 cod-
fish in the fall of 2017, bound for
Gibraltar for orders, The crew
comprised two MNebwfoundlanders,
Capt. Yetman and John Sheehan
(seaman-steward), . Wm,  Swaney,
Scolland, mate; Palrlek  Milton,
Dublin, mata; Robert Sheppard,
Seotland, and C. Bichard, Franee,
seamen, .
“On the morning of Oclober 20,
we salled out the bay from McRae's

‘premises, but the wind was light

and we had only reached Cape, St
Francis when the wind veered lo
the southeast, and we put back to
Harbour Grace, There .was a
French barque at anchor in the
sream and we lay alongside her,
The followlng moraing the captaln
decided to get away, bot some of

| the. erew were ashore. After some

Jittle trouble and delay they were
got on board and in the forenoon
the Hikda R, again Jtt pot She

some 35 miles away,

T had glven the boys their
broaklast, and had cleared away,
and was getting my bollers and
kettles ready for dinner when I
saw two of the sallors going aloft,
one to have a look around, and the
other. to.reeve the halllards as the
captain. had directed them'to do.

Nothing was' seen and they re-
turned to thelr duties on deck,
[ relurned o the forecastle and
wns peeling some turnips, sltting
about four feet from the siove,
and knew nothing until the stove
went to pleces, the boilers turning
over, The whole place fllled with

steam and water and smoke, There|

was a shell hole through both
bows. T jumped to a bunk where
two of the men were and told
them we were in irouble and got
them out and on deck,

‘We looked around and saw a
submarine some 8 miles to, lee
ward and it was still firing on our
ship, Very soon after; a direct hit
carrled away our foremast 3 feet
above deck. The mate shouted to

get out the boat, but Ill:_ schooner

‘[ity, which probably accounts for

of our great sealing captnins of
over a cenlury ago, Many of thelr
descendants are among our elti-
zens loday, and for Lhem, as well
a6 for those who enjoy reading
the hits of history which we write
from time ta time, this article In
witten, It tells of one of the mosi
successiul sealing eaplaina of his
time—Caplain Henry Thomey.

When only eighleen 'years of
age, Caploin Themey look charge
of his father's vessel, (he LEMON,
then (he ORANGE, next the JOIN
and then the SCOTCH LASS, amd
In each case he brought In full
loads of seals every year.

It was, thoiigh, In the Tsabella
Tidley that he achieved his great-
et success, In the middle eighteen
fitties, the barque “Nil Desper-
andum® was lost al  Mosquite
{now Bristol's Hope) and Caploin
Thomey, with an eye to business
(ook some men and went there
fo see whal he comid purchase
fromi the wreck. He was®success-
ful In getting the apars and yards
of the ship,

ley," which had been built at
Pugwash, N.S, was.to be launch-
ed, and Captaln .Thomey knew
that her spars were only tempor-
ary ones, He ulllized the "Nil
Desperandum” spare for the Isa-
bella Ridley, They were
pire and of the very best qual-

the fact that in all his long ca-
reer, Capt. Thomey was never
known to lose & spar, a yard or
& man, i
He had slways & pleked erew,
and among lhese was onc who
served him long and [nlthfully as
cook, and dled in his service. He
was Pierre Pichet, or Peler Plke,
a8 he came fo ‘be called. Plerre
was [rom St, Mile, Frence, and
was balioved to have rum away
from n French ship ant setfled
in Harbout Grace, e mareled n
servant of the Thomey's mamed
“Bolsy” and they lived at the
head of Stretton's Hill

When Captain Thomey, in the
Tsabella Ridley safled Intd  this
port, fully loaded, there was great
rejoicing. AN flags were flying
and from the masthead fluttered
the red and white checkered [lag
aof Ridley and- Sons. All knew that

parly. the next morning, there

At that time, the “Isabefis Rid.|'

pitch |

“Thomey's" wes o home of hos-
pitality, There wis alweys 2
ready char for the traveller or
for the poor, and “many a story
has heen handed down  of thei
kindly weleome extended fo the
visltar in the “gond old times"
when “Thomey” was a name
known throughout the ledgth and !

which they were bullt, It was an
article 10 stand for generations as
indeed it has in many cases. Over
200 years age, the waters of Con. |

these fish were litile heard of.
As far back as 1806 an old te-
cord tells that cod sounds were

ceplion and Trinity Bays feem- |
ed with mackerel, For many years|:

hreadth of Conceplion Bay.

P

i

“ERIC"

HR. GRACE—In the year 1878,
the Briganting Eric which had
been bullt for ihe Bartlells al
Brigus by Nicholas Hickey was lost

manded- by Capl. Edward Rorke,
later by Capt. William Thoiberd,

In the winter of 1875, the awn-
et of the Erie declded to send her
to the sealfishery, Accordingly, she
wns made. ready, and Skipper
George Porry was piven charge of
hor and of the fifly or sixty men,
with Capl. Tholbert as navigalor.

The ‘Thamae Ridley, Capt: Tap-
Jor, and “the Erle salled ol of
Carbonear sbout March 1st. which
was the usuel lime of sailing in
Lhose” days,

There was [ntence frost wih
(he wind blowing from N.N.W.
strong off the nerth shore of Con.
eeption Bay. The skippers could
| choase their own course asd soon
. the Ridley and the Eric were
seperated, and mever mel again.
Skipper Perry laxt fwn nf his
men—Jnseph Summers end Char-
les Tucker—early In March, They
fell through the lee and  were
drowned,

As the speing advaneed, things
went from bad {o worse, unill one
day at the beginning of a sterm,
Skipper Perry put his men on (he
fee. Bad weather sel bn, the lco
slncked, and a lake of water form.
ed between (he men and the ves-
xel, meking It impossible for them

would he- plenty of flippers and

THE LOSS OF THE

{ at sos. This ship had heen bogght
by John Rerke of Carbonear for
the, loreign trade, and was com-
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IN. 1878

ito reach (he ship. They came Lo
the cdge of the fee, but could et
no [arther, and speai-ihe whole
of the night huddled together for |
warmth. The wind dropped atf;
dawn, znd & boat {rom the ves
s¢l eame lo pick lhoty up, They
were all alive, bul some were 5o
badly frostbliten amd crippled that
the Erie hnd fo abandon the voy-|
2ge and bore up for home. 1

The Frie was a long distance |
from the land, but after getling
elear of the iee they sighted a
steam boat and Caplain Pérry cor-
reclec: his eourse from what the
steam boal captain told him, and
changed his course for Catalina.
He was avertaken hy the slarm.
The wind came from the EN.E.
and increased to a storm, but the
eapltain continued .on his way. |

He was a learless man, ani was |
delermined 1o sight the land and
reach a harbour, The first thing
they aaw wns a break- on the,
quarler, and ihe master walch|
shouted; “hard down, and ihe
-wheel was put hard down, It prov-|
ved tn be the Flawers Rock. i
| Mot ‘knowing where they were !
the vessel was brought to the
wind on the slarboard fack, but|
being so near the land she could |
not go round the Bird Islands|
when ther were discovered, and
fearing she could not go round
Flowers Painl If they atiemplod to
come eouth, they ran in by the |
Joe -gide of the Island =nd both
anchars were let go. |

shipped to Liverpool, England by
almpst avery vegsel,

More About - _
The Lossof
|The Eric in 1678

' A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE
HARBOUR GRACE—The . veasch
wzs braught to her anehors in.a.
« | periloiis place, There was almost.an
*| perpendiculir ¢iif all along thg
jee and only a few hundred yardsz
away, There was mot the Slighlest
charces of a life being 2
the anchors and chains gave wi
However In order to lessen  thg,
strain on her chzins, Both her
masts were cut duwn Lu the docky
and she rode in that slorm of wind
Vand sea for two days, The men cn,
the mainlzad out lo' the edee of,
the clilf, looking on the maﬁr
which was all they could do. l‘:
was impossible’ to use @ boat
such wind and sea. L
“Thers wag no ice to be ‘s
amywhere unlil a siring came 718",
from tho sca. 1t came straight!
around Bird Islasd and the ver
sel pecame hemmed in by il T!|r
strinp was about half a mile wiile
\ded it reached toa parl of (h
mainiznd where it was impossibtes
1o make a landing. It became poblt
& in tlght and farmed a hridge
culliciest in go # the shore. !
The crew jmmediately pul some!
punis on the lee, they laid the:
Aerippled men in them and: publed: |
|| them' ta shore. From (here they:
+|reached Bird [sland Cove, (now
1| renamed  Elliston).
the men had all been landed, tie
<|string of fre was desirayed by ther
sea, and the Eric, bealen to. pieces
ang beeame a total lots. £
The Eries crow returned homes
but had fo leave the erippled men:
at Bird Island Cove. Some of them
died and are burled there.

[




