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!wss OF THE BRIGANTINE;
“PET"

THE CAPTATNS STATEMENT!

HARBOUR GRACE—"The fol-
lowing is an acceunt af (ke res
ot myeelf Frederick Cole']
Captain and crew from 3 walery!
arave by the Capitain of HMS .
Frolemy. i

We lelt Cadiz in the three mas |
ted sachooner “Pet” on the 218
Oetober  bourd  for Hashaur |
Grace. We enperienced 8 seriee |
of sirong westerly gales and
with greay dilliculty got within
380 miles of our porl
November 17th, when we encous-
lered heavy storms and were dri-
ven back about 150 miles on the
#rd, The gale came on with
hurricane force sccompasied by
& mountanioes sea which made
a clean breach aver the vessel
arerping away the bulwarks and
sianchions, haal,  conpassbin:
nacle, mizzen boom apd gall haw |
sprit amd jibboom, catlends top- |
zallam lorecadle and bursting
the decks, We were of conse .
quenve obliged lo eul away the
mizzen mast and the main and .
lare masts for the salety of our
lives, The erow worked con
tinually st the mercy of the wind
and waves and leaking terribly
and nothing in sight.

A| daybresk oa the 2th »
vessel was observed holl dewn
and sfter two or three hours of
| dreadful suspense we made oul|

that she wog shaping ber course

Twwnrds us.

The vessel turned out Lo be the
spamer Plolemy, Captain Boxis. .
jor Tondos which had alsa sul-;
‘ered su severely that she could

ot pender us any assistance b
“omts; but after great difficulis
nd manneuvring of the vesse.
wu were all haulsd en beard
“pugh the sea with & line witn
Ty mads fact ta it
Some of my crew were in such |

an eni
taraes had
i cai B med
were treaed I:ggql’_’
ficers And o
had  saffered
from :mé
Thic is &
Calp Master
—_—

The “Great Tragedy 1885

SPANTARD'S BAY. March 25—
The greatest aea Lragedy involw-
Ing people of Ueley's Point was

st Black Island, near Grady, on
Deteber 11, 1EHS, with » lose of
abuut

{hat were recuvered were brunght
rome For buvkai;  athres were
Luvied ot Black 1sland. Some were
nol recovered,

The “Excel” war In charge of
Uapt. Gecrge Motgen, Iather of

chored culslde Bleck lsland wait

night, contlnulng through Sunday.

the loss of the schooner “Excel”

Lwenly - \wo mEn, wumen
and children. Three or four bocies ©

Mr. oJhn Morgen, and was an- |

ing a suitable time to #all for
home. A gale came on Baturday !

MMarch 9, 1960

Bits Of
Sealing History

HR, GRACE — Now that the
! fime fer the sealers to be away
jo the iccfloes, it may be im-
feresting 1o some to re-read bits
of scaling history, and there is
i much of it in old records ihat
tis worth re-telling. |
| In the year 1832 the lofal
number of seals hrought into |,
porls was 743, 785, i
In thal same year LAZ vessels
were fitled oul [rom St John's ||
‘earrying 3204 men to the snt'ul-|I
, fishery. |
. In that year, Capl, Carew uhl
the Brig. Dida was awarded ai
prize flag by the Commercial |
Society of St John's for having |
hrought in the lrgest wumber '
of seals in proportion Lo size of |
' ppssel and pumber of erew. |
In 1634, Capl, W, Butt of
. Carbonear was also presented;
'a peie flag by the merchants|
*of that histerie town. |
‘' In 1838, a number of vessels,
* were jammed in White Bay, Al
: ship was despatehed from 51
Johw's with food and clothing |,
far the men, 1
In 1R45. AN0O men assembled ||
U at ~Riz Pond” Brigus for al,
"sealers slrike, This was led h;-'l
©capl. lenry Supple of St .
* John's. The men asked for re- |
¢ duction of herth moner and out- '
* fitted and this was coneeded fo
¥ yhem by owners of the ships!|
elr.
The steamers Blopdhound and
* Walf were the firs! to prosecule
" |he seal Fishery and this was in
the spring of 1863 and fhey
. were fitted ool By local mer.
chame, The vear hefore (1862}
twn steamers had sailed from
‘pundee 1o the iveficlds hat the
voyage had turned aut a failure.

LOSS OF THE "N. P.
CHRISTIAN"—IA34

Anbther tragie event was the
loms -of the wchooner "N, P.
Christien” whish wan owned by
Capt, John Dawe of Coley's Polit.
This vessel was about B0 tons and
wan built in Nova Scolle.

After eompleting w flshing voy-
age 1o Labradar in the sumer of -
16; whe sailed from Hay Roherts
fre Gudner far w laad of raaj ",
Novembar 18, undby the commehd
of Captaln Robert Parioms, dromn- |
er of Cuplaln Abram Pariork, The |
nther memhers of the erew werne:
Thomas Chard, Jahn Roavh, Reb .
erl Hoach, leaze Roach and |
Samie] Dawe, 1

Ehugtly after leaving Trepassey
on Movembar 30, e eompany |
with other wessels bound fer
Hydwey, the ship enecuntered a
heavy gile of southerly wind. The
ship was o shallow deaft and was
heavily bellasied. The Iast time,
"that the "Christien™ wad seen ke
wan reaching under very mmall
canvas, and -1t is presumed that
the bajlast shifted s it was not
wecured [shored  down)  (herehy
causing the ship to turn ever and
h the waves. There

At 12 p'clack Eunday nlght, the
ship parted ber chalny and  was
driven whore. Heavy seas befan
to Fresp over the decks and 15
the ciptaln ordersd the spars 13
ba eut away. The foremast, in fall

o down henes
ware no survivors.

COther weuels of the eompany,
of alffarent draft, whifted thelr
Taltent dab were foctunate enough
th warvive th Ambng

survivor, with bthers, sought e
drom the sear by atanding

opporiunity to sscape by quickly
Jumping on the spar and weing it
ub & bridge to resch the lamd.

waa dragred to safely by Mr
Gtophen Hussell who way on  the
shore, This brave woman had Just
reached the shore when the spar

men, William Batien and Abram
Murgan wha were attempling the
same means of ticape, The caplain
ard wevernl members of his fam
fly wers Loat. A eamplete list af
thone loat ix not aveilahie a3 sev-
wral were passengers (Ereightess)
trom niher places. 2

DMarch 28, 1957

ing, broke Ints threw pleces; the
top of the malnmuat lodged for a
while o the shore, Mins Emma
June Ronth (afterwirds M. W.
H. Littleiehe), the enly female

fuge
in the Batehwap. She selzed the |

“There she elong to the rocks and
kelp In the roging sex untll she

broke, earrving mway with it two per was insirucled in make en-

&b,

them was the “Heba" (13 tons)
in eommard of Ciptaln Edward
Mareer, hather of Mr. A T Mir
ctr, She was awaed by C.and A
Dawe of Bay Roberts, With heavy
L running the “Hebhe' was
thrown atAr A% her heam ands,
but the crew went Into her held |
and ahidted the ballast amd the |
ship righted afain,

This Mappensd three times, and
the skipper who had bean thirty-
of thours at the wheel deelded to
run for Trepaseey, There the
crew gecured the ballest. made the
necesrary repalrs and the ship
salled fer Svdney wheree the skip-

ries about the “N. P. Christian”
Nothing was ever heard of her |’
and ker Inas cast BOm over |
Colos's Point where the families |
of the erew lived,

Thase whe sailed an (he *Hebe”
were: Edward  Mercer, ster;
Peler Keele, Mate; Edward Wil
cax, cook: John Samways, Albert
'French, and Abram Perscne. The
“Hebe" mede several lps alter
this, and ber timbers now lie ca
the bottom of the harbour, » little
east of Klondyke Brl

MMarch 24, 1960

[Bits Of Sealing
\Hismry

| HARBOUR GRACE—In ihe
|spring of 1877, the “Bear"
‘brought in from th, e flelds]
|a seal having one ye in the|
middle of its forehead and with |
two distinel mouths. [t was of |
the harp variely.

i Alse in the spring of 1877,
|the Governor visited {he seal-
{img fleet and was welcomed by
a salvo fired from the guns by
|men of the Neplune and the
| Proteus.

| In 1840, a steam haller and
apparatus  was  imported by
Ridley & Sons of Harbour
| Grace, then doing a successful
‘land extenslve business. It was

1o be uied in the meeting of
Blubber, seal il and seal fal.
'i I the spring of THED, 123576
_seals were landed at the prem.
jiscs of these girls al Harbour
Grace, Ridley and Sons 30,796
Panton and Munn, 54058; Don-
| nelley, 18873 A bard  of thal
iy wrole:

“0h, Harbaur Grace, that pretty

. place
Where thecks from Domby first
come lo hand
For hospitality and conviviality
It can't be equalled in New-
foundlandl,
1¢ the spring of 1830, seals
were hamled by bimd meen Al
(Pouch Cowe. Tortuznl
113t Bock and Torhay ele.
Tnate of aeals were carried indo
the ity from all directiong, It
was @ gich  harvest  while 0t
tasted :

Cove.

March 30, 1960
Bits Of Sealing
History

HARBOUR GRACE — A
sirike of sealers took place at|
S1 John's om March gth, 1502,
000 sealers refused o proceed
to the icefields untl] their de-
manids were satisfied. The |
strike ended onm March 13th,
afier thele demands were com |
plied with by A. B. Morine,
who advoraled lhe  senler's
cause. Thes poet of the day
produced this poem:

“He gol the terms o suil the |

' men,

I And from the vap did eall

Thal he secured three fify

Ang in-e berths for one and
all.

SAILED FROM SYDNEY,
C.B. IN 1844
Fight vessels were [itled
wut 1p prosecute the seal fish
ey In the Gulf in 1844 Six-
of them were commissicned
by Messrs, Archibald and Sons.

“RESOLUTE" LOST IN 1806

The steamer “Resolute” was
lost i 1886 near Ireland Rock'
rasf of Fngo Tsland. She sunk
Lin 65 minutes, Three of her
| evew perished on the ice. They .
‘were from Dundee, Scotland
i and were harpooners for e
whale fishery.

AN UNIQUE CREW, 1888

A vessel “the Excel”, Capt.
Fagey, was the first to i .
fromn the scalfishery to  the |
firpy of J. Steer. 5t Johe's, om
April Tth. having 800 seals,
“Ameng her crew of 13 men
were lwp tinkers, two joiners
and lwa sheemakers with ather
inewperienced hands.

Me. Lemon, member  for
Porl de Grave, saigd i 1
that when he came to this
country 40 vears hefore, ves
sels didint go into eollar until
Marel: 151 anil that they salled
about March 20h. and met the
c=vals at  Bomavista off the
| Tunks 3% ripe as possible.




