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_ Early' Postal
| History Of

Newfoundland |

HARBC!UR GRACE — The
tallowing Ia part of an address
given by the late Rev. Hugh
Kirby to the Historical Soclety
of 5, John's in 1840. The ad-
dreds was reported at that
time by Mr. 5 L. Sheppard
of Harbour Grace who was!
then Chicago Tribune porres.|
pandent and was edited by

Richard McP Cabeen  for
STAMPS.
This wriler ls indebled (o

the Kirby family for this and
other historical materis] and
hopes that it will be of suffi-
clent inierest tg be used in the |
| DAILY NEWS columns.

“My interest in the early
postal history of Newlound-
land grew aut of an effort to
collect its posimarks, 1 learn:
ed through Robson Lowe that|
the firsy known postmark of |
this eountry is dated 1821 1t
reads "SL. Joha's" In &
straight line in black letters
about five hand stamp dates

at top and “Newfoundland” at
battom. This i3 p black deslen
with colorless letters. In 1827
this mark ls in black with
black letters.

"There is extant a New
foundland letter sheet dated
1764, bearing a hand stamped |
figurg 4" and a mass inscripl-|
fon “Paid” in black, Did New-
foundland have a postmaster
at that time? Judge Prowse In
his “History of Newlfoundland,
page 653, first edition, states
“MeAusland appsinted  Deg-
uty Postmaster, October 1778

“The {irst post office in

‘led in 1803 by Sif Erasmus,
Governor, who  appointed
Simon Solomon as postmaster.
This was a local affair, and
merely meant the fixing of a
place in &t John's where let-|
lers [or despatch in autgqing‘

vessels eould be deposited,
and where captaing pn arrival
eould  deliver  letters  with
which they had been entrust:
ed In Great Britain.

“A letter passing ihrough
| the London P.O. to Newfound-
Jand cost 15, 8d. by packet to
Halifax and Bd. by private ves
s¢l, tp which sums was added |
the postage from the place in

Great Brltain at which the
letter was deposited, o Lon:
dom, It appeared that 1ittle of
| the eorrespondence  between
| Newloundland and Great Bril:
ain was exchgnged by these
expensive means. St John's
was in the happy position of
being able to send and e
ceive mall by the many ves-
sels using the port, placing
letters in charge of the cap-
tain who would collect a penny
or 2d. for each letter from the
person to whom he delivered
| them gt the time of arcival” |

| (To Be Continued) !
NN e

1810. This Is & double circie)”
with the Hoval Cwat of Arms|
‘| and Inseriptions “Fost Office" |.

|| Newfoundland was establish-|

1
|

! tween Liverpool and Hallfax, |

August 31, 1959

| From sn addrsss given by
the late Hev, Hugh Kirby.
(Continued from last week)

HRE, GRACE—There fn &
record of a St John's mer
chant belng notifled of a pock-
et on which postage was due
At firat, he refused the packet
declaring thet it could con-
taln only newspapers, but
through curloslty, he tock It
ang findlng his surmise to be
correet, he endeavoured o
returp the package to the
posimaster, declining to pay |
the postage. The pastmaster |
reported the ease to England |
for & suiting. and was in-
formed thet the accopbance !
nt the parcel garried with it
the necessity of paying the
| postege on the part of the
merchant, *

Al this time, the mails from |
Great Britaln were brought
te Canada by mailing packets
running between Falmauth,
England and Hallfax, " in 1828,
Governar Cochrane appealed
to the British Postmaster Gen:
eral to estiblish a post offire |
at St Jahn's to ensure the
safe arrival of hin despatches
fram the Colonial Office, |

Failing thit, he asked lhat|
the despatches be sent lo a
rompany In Londan  which
was In constant commaunlca
tign with Newfoundland. How-
ever, nothing feems tgo have
come of this |

Mall for Newfoundland |
went direct to Hallfax and |
was held there for chance

transporietion back to St
John's. ]
In 1838, the Chamber of

Commerce presented a mem-
orlal to the Colonial Offiee,
asking that the salling pack- |
ets running between Falmouth
and Hallfax might call at St
John's on thelr voyages. The
admiralty refused the appll
cation,

In 1840, the Cunard Steam- |
ship Line was established be-|

and, on June 3, 1840, an &R |
greement wan entered  Into
between James Tobin of St
John's and a rurel commis |
sion for executing the office;
of Lard High Admiral to can|
vey HAL Malls between Halt|
{ax and 5 John's, A saﬂlngi
vessel of mot less thap 100
tons with accommodation for
the Postmaster and Post Of
flce was specifled to make
fartnightly trlps and, In win-
ter monthly trips at a rate
of four pounds flfleen whil-
Yings, The first trip from Hall-|
fax was to be July 14, 1840
About tnis tUme, Wiiliam |
Lemon Sclomon was appoint:
el Postmaster of Newlound:
land at a salary of four hun
dred pounds per annum. To
this, he added an lddhl.nnnli
siim of thirty te sixty pounds
on Past Offtee receipts—8d. |

" on all letters and 2d. on news:

papers recelved from ntherl

‘| places and 2d. on each letter
| despatched trom his olfice.

(To be continued)

Sept 3, 1959

The original circular
G.P.O. signed by W. L,y
ley, Secretary, reads as i

“You will herewith red
dated stamp and seal, 3y
wsual supply of shifting
wilth which you will, i 4
|disuurtlr snd leglhly
avery letter put into yaur
.| discontinuing the use g
.| present stamp.

< You will not fail ty g
t|the date day.by day, g
“|will be especially ea
stamp every letler corres
cording to the dale thy
deposited  In your nffi
that, in cage of any g
you may be able fo et
sgme. Any neglect of
terfal duly will inevin
lattended with  serioy
ﬁcl‘[uencu!,

| "You will take guod
{ihe stamp, and figures
(will be held responsi
‘| their safe custody and
'{tion. Common ink musl
“iused with this ink hut

Ilnll. Any
| mixed with water from
time with & hard brud
little spirit of turpentim

The following 13 thy
for the composition ai g
!in use in the inland dersf
here, which is found b
hetter then any cther.

“One pound of print)
well mixed wilh one g
linseed oll.

‘T am, your chedlent s

W. L. MABERY
Con

At least from 1821 asd
1840, the only posimark
John's was the straigh
|mark previously meg
‘Thl.s wan of loeal origic

the G.P.0. circitlar, Mr. &
(was furpished with sam
|5ea1. first wsed, 1 beli
|20th, 1840. For the [or
the name of Newfourdy

pears In a notice iesued
|GP.0. London, England
| 1840, regarding mails fa
America.

|| Insiructions given b1
- | William, Earl of Wizfad
Posimaster General 1o §
J. Selomon reads in pan
'8)

| oyey wre to eause o/l
put into your office &
|Brila'm. 1o be distinctyey
| with the name of the od
{{he sealed side and o
with the proper rate o
at the cther side, sndn
distinguish such leifen
shove % ource in weif
tzx them accordingly, TH
|lcltm are to be taxed W
|ink and the urpaid wil
ink."

- |t

tlghigh staried servies abeut
*| mugust 25th, 1825, She was 1

Oct 1, 1959

Comtinued H
Last week, we sbsiiluled Jor
(s article sse om ihe histeric
Courl House st Harbosr Orace,
\yhich,  judging from  many
faverable comments, (we be
Tevep was cquelly & interasting
#s fhis. "
Hewever, thare are a comple |’
|t sirther paragraphs ta be wril-
lton o the posial histery of
A nna, ss compiled by the Iataj
1| Rev, W. Kirky snd 5o we con

“The patitanding  Harkour
| Grage pasket was the “Express”

caller bost and formerly belonE-
#d lu that fasews missionary of
Trinity Bay, Rev. W. Bullock,

pacet, alter being eslerged and
i rebulll was [t in B
| storm at Bortogal Cave, Jen. 118
1342 As a rule, these packels
wene laid 9p during the winler
. snill smaller boals were
in the service and failong
whber consmusication, & cemtier
¥l eatried a weekly mall to SL
Johr's. .,

\ gppross” Mo 11 was bullt oty
|51, Jetm's Sealn In 18R Dby,
Mi | Kenrney, censidersd m)

! penins in ship Beilding. Ikarv|
|ney was porn a3 Ferrylani. 1t!
wan he wke repalred al EL]
Jekr's, the Cynard Liner Hiker-!
nia®, Cagn, Ryall, which wenl;

b

Kuarney's last shin = was [}
~ghamtock”, buill Eor Hea. John
Bucke, Carbencar, 1885 '

Then Lhere i ihe Packel,
uNgra Creins” owned by James |
Dogle, Carbonear. Bhe s fam-
ou, neb anty fer her bemg ST
yie 85 3 mail packed, bat Lo
having  bowed the  wrecked |
| schosmer =Sylph" inle Mesalto.
| Thee Syl ot ol Lissrpoal with |
\la walwable eargo ol Engjishl
i | merchandise, strogk an lesburg

n Concgption Bay and wis
shancewed by the crew, kui ine
“Mera Creim” bowed her inlo
Misquite and Tecelved 2 hand-
spme salvage frem the under
weiters. As far ay can be Im_pl
ed packet bosts had mo distin-
guishing mek for maoil carried,
save on an gesasional rale mark
which was 64 single, 1/ deuble.
The reeipiont djd sccasignally
sndiale time and neme of pac-
Kot by whbch Jelber sicived, oe
the wriles may (Bdicae in let-
jor dhe agent by whith lelter
‘was vewl. The "Kora Craima" s
\ihe exception, s her captain
had & small peal inscritied whih
- kg paekets name. & greal Ereal
grandson of lhe Caplain, Mr.
1 ka5, we wnderstand pre
| amntet this seal bo our mussum.”

@

Sept 25, 1959

House The O1d
And The New

|BY M. DAVIS, Hashour Grace
i HARBOUR GRAUE-—Situaicd
'at the extzeme Eastern end of
Harvey Streel, Harbour Grace,
|Is"a stone structure of histeric
significance, This is known as
e Courl House of which the
! corner slone wns lnid in VR0
and which defving the ravages
of time amd stress, staeds wil
with dignity iz probably the old-
est building in the provines,
Lamil certainly, the uldest am this
lown. 3
|1t was the privileze of the
writer 1o be Takew over ine
Court Hause last werk by its
"presenl Magistrate W.E. Mereer.
it owas B visit ol considerable
interesk both from (ke stand.
point of a leok mlo the past wnd
‘a view of the considerable im
| provements which have been ri
‘eenily completed in atiler that
"a landmark—les many of which
{have fallen inlo disrepuir or
{have brea removed—may be
| preserved,

We were shown the eacliest
vecords of admimislrat:on and
in which fine penmunship yel-
{lowed with age. are heenming
illepible. These are shened by
sirales of surra-
el as Uharles Davis Gar-
m Lilly and Hev. L.
ch ele.

ot that fhese records
referreid 1o the
of the first Courl 1lowse whicl
stoml,

sclministration

we believe, somewhers
Bere the Unitod dhureh

Coal ef Arms and

the follpwing inscri
we capied thu
Arms, @ conspel
on the walls of |
was deawn amE
Tames Clanee,
1850, Clanee was 2 litterate
a puinter ami @ s ieian, s
curte from Irelamd, supposedis
beeause of some trouble,  10e
cis the keepdt of Hugerson's
w on the South Side of Lady
Praud and gentlemaniy he
would brook mo intecierence a:
i He lived in

painted
the vear

ny

ahout

.

\of his life,
lin January, 1885, in 1he Fastern

pouse of a range commonly
tealled Gireal Fash
<. encaer of Hury
PR

af Lhe in

D openl lifting which it
received umder the divection s
trate Mevcer.  and  Lhe
ip of William Eleo-
and cowerker ol s

nessey
Tt

Court House

Hithettn, the iml
my depres
peatance ds  hose Wi
come hefore Lhe ar [n
wlfenpes, Todax. it pres
il 1AL
e

anl

witls
corated in plea-anl bal surbidued
tories of cream and lan, the cuil
g lightenesd by ils voat af snfl
blue and white. Bar. henel.
ness hox and table are all shin-
Iin,: and the ol benches an
twhick witnesaes aml spectaiors
|sr|t out weary ansious hours.
| have been replace by stuedy bt
fepmfnrtable chairs,

Over the Magisirates desk. one
nales on B dais, the portrail of
M. Queen Elizabeth, hich wis
| presented by the Frovinvial
| Gaovernmiens oy a Tilting momes- |
el ber reeeui v 0 this
Provinee in June, 195

Tl waitjug ruom adjuis
e wlfive af lhe i
als reveived  pew
chairs ave converiently
there Tur 1he eomfurl of lhase
who awail the magisirales con-
venionoe,

On enlering the office, one is
struck by the bright and cheer
ful ghades af preen which have
o, usel Lo replace #lunmy
tinis of the past. The office has
hoor enlarerd and matde maore
comvenient for & busy magis-
trate anil nis seeretary, M. G
Simmons,

Washroom with hot and eold
water andd toilel add greatly to |
the eppvenicnees. i

Magisizate Mercer is keenly |
intercated in the presesvalion of
the dignity and histery of this

Courl House, We were told that
recards of adminstration for
over @ centiary and g quarler re
“rain in a moom off Lhe office.
What a w af histery could
he 1raceil I thest.

s the inle n of 1he pro
senl magisirale o place o the
walls of the ancienl court roant,
partraits of a5 many of Tormer

auisirates and judges as arc
pable. Should thewe be per
sans wha dve ain their poses
sipn pictures af any  fermer
judze and who mizhi like te
have 1hen preserved for future
seneralivis, they are asked Lo
et in teweel with  Magzistrate
Mercer at the Court House. Al
ready, a picture of the lale

© wige Fenpelt has heeis given

© K. L0k

0, K. Grimm. ane of
4, (ke hy his san. Mr.
lae A
assis

by Alr,
Juilze

and one of |
10, Sevmour, trough Ghe
nee Mr. ke, Monsnee W,
Vaser has proseated see of Qs
Bile Father, Judge Tobe Uiser
1t is hoped 1har a paaiing eof
Masistrale Medeil may e lad
frum a relative. Bul the list 15
tong, amil theee are many sl i
Reciert mugi=triles
r Faeiiniid Ash, Mr

Maiere
present
The

Ponme

One eannol bt he impressed
wilh lae excellent condition of
the surrnundings and it s haped
that these will aid in reminding
vitizens 1hat here siands 8 pat-
tern of orderliness whicl might
be well followed by them in
grder that the digniiy of 2 town
which ean boast af nigh on four
hundred vears of hisiory, may
be presceved, *




