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HARBOUR GRACE=—0Omn Sep-
Harbour Grace Volunteer

Fire Brigade 1860—1960

bour Grage Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade was inaugurated and on
August F1st, 1860, a dinner was
held at Pike's Hotel under the
auspleles of the present Fire
Brigede to commemorafe this
unigue cvent. on the Peoint of Beach and 1l held a pumping  machine
The dinner was _lmndenl by | quiekly spread its destruction | which pumped the Eulcr from
members of the Fire Brigade | over most of the town. There | the harbour or a well as need:
and their wives. Fire Chief | wes no loas of life, but the loss | ed. :
Vivian, Fire Marshall Ryan and | of property was greal. In 1864, With increased prosperity, re-
Chief Mechanic Arthur Sim. | which Es the first fire to be re-| sulting from the success of the
mons of the St. John's Fire| corded by the fire brigade, 27| cod and seal fisheries the citi-
Dept., with their wives, the| houses and shops were destroy- | 1ens got together to form the
olergy of the town, Major C. S| ed with consequent distress.
Sheppard, M.H.A., Magistrale| Other fires were recorded in
W, E. Mercer, Mayor A. D.} 1858, 1871, 1888, 1880, 180d.
1684, 1827 (hotel and two
housesh, and the most disasirous
fire of all, that of 1844, when | installed and thesc greatly fs-|
35 houses with the United | cilitated the laboure of the fire!
Church, the new Norih Eastern | rigade who hauled Bengtls of
Fisherkes plant. offices, federal, | hose from them fo the secne
public bulldlng, ete., were razed | of a conflagration. Later the
to the ground, In 1850 3 homes | water supply was exlended 1o
on Cocheane Streel were de-| further parts of the town, i
siroved. After & long period of eighly
On Scplember 5, 1R40, citi-| years il was noticed thal the
zens of the lown mel to form |supply because of the eircwm:
\he first volunieer company. | ference of the pipes. cle. was
The firsl dircctor was John Hay. | weakening amd’ 5o in Auzusi,
ward, The company consisted of | 1884, when a spark ignited the 1§
4 diroctors, 3 Lisutenants, nozzhe | old Tannery west of the town.
men, branch men and 16 velum- | parlly’ because of the low pres-
teers. They used wooded buck-| sure of water, within the space
% ots which when filled with!of three howrs seven eighls of | \
forming of his calony at Mos- | water from wells were passed |a mile of the town mel de- | Victoria Street was used up to
quite, mow known as Bristol's| from hand lo hand by the fire- | struetion and the face of Waler model.
}-Io'pe_ ."'i'h'i*"é‘*d’trmf'itﬁ m Street became almost unrecog
oes of (hat day, the n nizable. In the path of destrue-| i i |
and fire, the town having been g b AT o e ket
butnt on three separate oceas shops, the Federal Public ﬁ.uildrI bub last vear u;mugh the |
lons by the enemy. ing the United Church and the | yperation of Lhe Dept. of Muni
With the growih of the com: now North Eastern Fist plant | o) Affaics and Supplies and |
munily, the hezard of fire in- which had commenced ORer | 5o well of the representative of
|¢msgf|, The system of warning | was drawn by the men and re-| ation a few deys previously. | pa Provincial Gowernment for
| was from mouth to mowth. ' guired mueh strength to bring Atter this disaster an advisory | e district, Major C. Sheppard | Grace VB was given by,
Equipment was of the crudest | the heavy load cver the some- | beard was sel up preparalory tol mew and modern concrete | Major C. Sheppard. MHA. who
| kind and the destruction of life " times long distance to the scene | the formulstion of a Town | puilding has replaced the old | brought grectings from  ihe
and properly was om uwrﬂ‘ora fire. Council which couneil has work-  snp Alinister of Alfairs and Sup-

1863, water pipes were laid |
from Bannerman Lake inlo the
town as far as the Point of |
Beach. Tanks and hydranis were |

Moores and Mrs- Moores, Tepre-
sentatives of (he press, ele.
Following the grace which
was said by Rew. Fr. O'Brien,
dinner was served in-ihe usual
pood style of the Pike hostelry.
Aller (ke tnast to the Queen
had been honaured. Mr, Charles
tiarland chairmen of the even-
I ing, ywelcomed the guests and
| then introduced Fire Chiel W.
| B. Kennedy of the Harbour
| Grate V.F.B. whe in & mast |
| interesting and informative ad-
* dress reviewed the propress of
| ihis Brigade since its inception
in 1880 to the present day,
Going back to the advent of
| John Guy to this town and the

Jif GRACE-Uaose reel is part of original couipme

RACE—0O1d firchell which stood at the foot of
B e i 1 dating hack to 1363, Hydrnks were installed in 1663

1912, Replaced by mewer

Chiel Kennody concluded his
mpst interesting  and  infor-
mative address with a sirong
appeal for a worthwhile e
sponse winen the colleelors call
on householders this muonth.
The foast fo the llarbour

en,

Wext In the march of pro-
gress was the sequicement of
1 four-wheeled rig to which two
rews of buckets and Jadders |
| were sttached, The men were
| provided with helmets. This rig

BOHR .LJL-:_ﬁt'E; [Tt .y

H

| necasions @ major disaster. In 1883, the old medlock was | ed in close cooperation with plies and congratulations 1o i

. The first flre that history | acquired and this was thought | the Harbourt Grace Fire Bric \me fine men of Lhe Brigade for 3 :
vecirds was im 1818, bul many | o  preal step forward, | gade at all limes sinee ita in- | ment has been added 16 bV meir willing sewcice lv their ;
| were Lo follow. Tn 1932 one of | Many spectators came o watch ceplion. more modern  and  efficlent eqmmunite in Limes ol fires.
ihe most disastFous commenced | ils use and view it in operalion., The Fire Brigade had hovsed " trucks. hse. ete,. and Fire  Assictant Chief Max Parsons

From lime to time the equip-

L] l

irt Gl
3

Fie Brigade . 1860—1960 ’

eothusiasm [or Lhe men of the

Brinade and the progress heing

made. He recalled such former

] and deccased members of the

 (Continued from page 8) , the Avalon Telophone operator Past a3 Jobn Tapp. Emhraim

phhieii . obiiclo . nmn ‘:W- This asisiance had Tarsors, hath fire chieks anil

Ey mo o e d with the establishment to Ditn Grimm. still hale aml
ples for support of the finan- | of the dial system. Corp. Law-
cial appesl so that this deserv- | lor offered any assistance that

ing organization might be bet: | could be given in his depart-

ter equipped for better service. [ ment where there is always

fiearty, and well sver hiig eighiy-
wixth year. M. P Stapleinn pres-
ent on Ahis ovcasion as  alo

were former fire chiefs Arthur

e e e | ke sty Cioddon and Bill Farsons and
John's Diept. spoke of the fine| Referring lo fhe svsiem of | e Eugene Martin {Supl
lessons in civics and  cltizen: | alarms it may be noted that th!l Wraler Co.) and lo Chris Pike,
ship which are being given by | first firc-bell was installed in o went his regrets that il

health prevenied his attenalance

the Harbour Grace Volunteer | 1060. There were three bells |

Fire Brigade whose work he
had followed for the past seven |
years and which he feltl waz ame.
ond io nene.

Chiel Mechanic of
Jehn's Depl., Arlhur Simmoms,
expressed the good wishes of
Fire Chie! Vivian and the de-
partment 1o the local fire beri-
gade and gave assurance of his
assistance a! any lime needed.

Corporal Kevin Lawlor who |
has recently returned to the
tewn after am absence of two
vears and is now in charge of |
the Harbour Grace R.CALP, de- |
tachenent ssid he had naoted
with satisfaction the improve:
ments made in hiz absciee s
pecially of the addition of the
new fire hall. He said thal he
and Ris men would be 100 per
cont bohind he fire brigade al |
Al thmes,

Fire Chicf Kennedy bronght
greetings from Mre 1.V ' Trem.
a long time friend of the Har-
hour Grace V.F B. and said that |
his message 10 them had been
the first one to be reecived |
over the long distance of fthe |
newly Installed dial system. The
fire chief also refereed tn the
avslom of alarm which had been |
for @ long time handled through |

the St |

pne al the fool of '-'bctarh|
Strest, one #i or near Cochrane

Street and the third at the westﬁ
end of Brawn's Hill. These

wore done away with by 1he|
1044 fire and 1he telephone sys-

teri has proved a beon as the

meny of the brigade have heen |
able 1o he assembled wi'lh'ml
fonr minales from the time of |
the sounding of the sien.

The promouncement of the
benediction by Rew, L. A T '
Ludlow concluded a memorable |
evening in the annals of this |
historie town, whose story com- |

memeed In the early 1600, and |

in the period of ever 00 years |
has pecorded many major fires |
froan which the Lown has arisen
Phaenis like lo carry on smid
years of proaperity imtermingled |
with those of depression and |
fornitude, i
The men of the Flre Brigades |
of the past century have lay- |
od fheir part in the hislorie
giory and it is the wish of the |
citizens of Harbour Grace that
Ihe preseni Brigade and ghose |
who come afler may carry on .
{he work so nobly done by |
their forcfathers for ihe  ad-
vameement and well being of |
Hatrboar (Grace. 1

wizhes Lo the Brigaac

Mr. M. P Stapleton was the
mext speaker. fle reminisced of
| doceasedl members wilh special
reference lo the first fire chief
af 1880, John Hayward. and lo
John Tapp whose stenerian
wobte gave orers which none
dared disobey and who eonlin-
wed as fire dirceter  far  hall
a cenfury. He recalled the late
Ephraim Parsons who suececded
r. Tapg and whase genile met
hods of porsuasion in the hand-
ing of his mem won for him

1all
|

the affection amid estecm  of

_ll.lr_ Stapleton tald of M. T
T, Parsons, father of assistan!

al this dinner _bul gave bsl

sape

HR. GRACEZ Assistant Fire Chief Max Farsons check-

ing one of the two respirators,

chiel Max, who some  fwenly
vears ago saved four  houses
fenm destruetion by the appli-
calion of wet hlankets  and
atizhs until the arrival ef the
firemen.

Rev. Dr. J. L. Reynolds said
the praver of cemmemoration
and this was [ollowed By an
wldress from  Mayer AL D
Maores, whoe brosghl a mes
of congratulation  aml

aralitude feam the cilizens for
liwe services rendered by the
Fire Brigade. e paid warm
tribwte o Asst. Fire Chiel Max
Parsims under whose able di-
reclion the fire cquipmenl was
always found in ficet elass con-
ditinn,

Magistrate W, E. Mereer
spake of lhe value of the ser-
vice which had heew Ziven aver

(Unntinwed on page 9)



