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History Of St. |
Paul’s Church
Hr. Grace |

i
l, HARBOUR GRACE—In lust|
week's nofes, reference  Was
Imdn 1o extensive Tepairs which
|are presently being mude om
|the tower of the oldest stome|
church of thls provinee viz,
+|St. Paul's Anglican Church al
Harbour Grace.

| 1t has been suggested that the
\history of a struelure which
has stood for nearly & century
snd & quarter could have in-
|terest for many readers, among |
whem there sre undeulbtedly
|many who once worshipped
Ithere. It would take more than
|mn:- article to complete the
{pleture of St Paul's from ihe
!year 1764 when the {irst church
was built up 10 the present time
of the third and more sub-
stantinl structure.

Earliest records show that et
|least two woaden churches stood
|where the present edifice now
|stends. The first which waes
| built in 1764 was & quite small
bullding and was enlarged in
! tie cerly part of 1916 a1 o cost
of nearly two thousand and
|twenty pounds, Just 3 [ew
imonihs later, on Augusl 26th,
1 1816, i1 was totally destreyed by
fire, This was thought to be the
vk of Incendiaries and a re-
ward of One Hundred Pounds
twas offered by Rev. F. Carring-
fton, and Mr. James McCauley
1 for heir apprehension and eon-
vielion.

| 'rie second church was 5tartr|
ird in 1B17 but before its com-
pletion 3t was blown down by 8!
| hevy_gale, and the task of|
|ereating another was umierlnk-|
jen. 1t was finished at a cost of |
1 Three Theusnnd, Eight Hundred
|and Sevent Pounds. It wey a
mare commadious bullding, hav-
Ing a spire and minarets and
ten windows on each side. The
great fire of 1832 which destroy-|
ed the major part of the town
swept this church to d“mmi

§ tion.
|

Buolh these  churches
|anpear to have been da
churchies and Lhis facl is e
(out by the funelivaing of two
{Musontc  Lodges in  Harbour
|Grace belween the years 1783
|:u|d 1832 . ., There were sup-
Ipmud to have been regimental |
lodges, and as such would have |
|their own chaplains.

wnultl|
n|

| As also the mission of Haor-
ibour Grace at that time ex-
|tended from Grates Cove o
Harbour Main It s probable
that the priest would often
be away and the chaplain of
the regiment would officiate it
church services In hls absence.
The Royal Coat of Arms which
bas adormed the Wes: gallery
ol 81, Paul's may not be only
[ihe gldest stone church but may

also be the oldest Garrisor
church,
A record of church  land

| measurements shows them  to
Ihg ferly eight yards from east|
ito west, bounded on the easl
| and west by the polh leading to
the church; ene hundred and
thirty seven yards from south
fa north, bounded on the morth |
by Charlolte Pike's house ad-|
Joining the path and on the
north by Jehn Davis Garland's
meadow. This s verified by
Jobn Stars, Clerk of the
Northern Distriet,

The records also show that
n 1B30 extenslve repairs had
been made to the church and it
wap agreed that every second
window be made o open so a8
to admit of the free ventilistion
jof the chureh, the doors enter-
ing the body of the church o
be hung on the inside. Altering
the dours cost Oue Poun Ten,

pening  twelve windows Six
I'ounds, contingencies Fifteen
Pounds end sextons salary, coals
end candles, Twenly Pounds,
| Among the last records of
1 ike wodden church (which was
desiroyed by fire in 1B32) we
‘ind, “Owing to the defeclive
state of the plastering and 1o
prevent accident oecuring by the
falling cf any piece of the cell-
|ng cornices it was agreed that
immedizte repzirs be given and
that an assessment be levied
this senson of 25 shlls  on

single pew in the churc

years two churches had been
built through the efforts and
cantributlors of the people and
these had both been destroyed
by fire, It was then deemd ad-
visable to erect a stone church
and the foundation of this was
lald cn 28th. July, 1835, the
| eoat of the completicn of which
wag estimated lo be Elghteen
.| Hundrd Pounds. .
‘| Events leading up to the lay-
"|ing of the corner stone, ele. will
e relaled in the next article.
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| 8t. Paul’s Church, 125th Year
. HR. GRACE—As St Pauls:
| Chureh at Harhour Grace will |
Uin July of this year celehrate
i lta 125th anniversary  of the
Taying of Its corner stone, it s |
nur purpose Lo s oile some (s
the history of this, the oldest
church in the Province, !
'| In the year, 1744, the first
church was buill in Harboue
see. T Uhe yeat 1AI6. an ine

creasing population made it

| enlargement  necessary  and
"this was done but e churel
was destroyed by fire during
the same year.
A sccond church was com-
imenced but @ heavy  wind. .
storm hiew it down before its
campletinn and  anethee was '
starled in 1817 and was com-
plated at a eost of nearly 0l
pounds, In  1EAL  the ler
vibile con{lagration which roz
el the town destroyed  this
edifive,
| Buth churehes hod been uilt
+uf wond amil destrowl iy fire.
en it was deemed advisable o
| use stene for the new church.
This stone was brought [rom

Kellys [sland, and on  July
. 1832, the oo stanme
il un the spme sile a2

ey oS

5. Goveraor P

L g very impressive o
bomany.
i The calendar of an old al-

manae tells that the ehuselh
cas apenerd Tue Divine Wor-
ship an July  Sth, 1847, and
was eopsecraled on Tuexday,

July 2, 1E§0. Just previows e
he eonsecration the Tollow
n ndum b noted:

i
veived from Johin k. Clhair-
man, Themas Hidley. Alfred
Aayne, W, Stirling. Thomas
Gaddell. Joseph Saper, Jacob
Muote Samuc] Deanett, Juhn
Kingwell, Manse] Aleock. Wen.
Androws, belng a cummitice
to Luild the new stone chureh.
the kev of the anly outside
daar of that church.”

i Many changes have patural
.1y taken place in the course
of 124 vears. The building in

. the main remains  practically

*ynchanged, The lower seems
to have pecn added afler the
| nave was huilt and not having
i heen securcly fastened has re
i guireg a great deal of repale

| during Iater years, Six feet
were added to it when heing .
repaived in 1807, .

In 1837, a wall was huilt
| around the churchyard, the |
stove was repaired and a quan-|

“tity of copper funnelling was

| imported  from England

. thrawgh Mr. Thomas Ridier

.. whose name appears {requent:

i Iy in reeords eoncerning the

| church in its early days. 1

©Up \p 1838, the church had

.o vestry and it was agreed 1o |
ereet one on the East side to
communicate therewith by an |
entrance vehind the reading !
desk, The Hoyal Arms was
placed during that year and a4
| bedl was procured from Eng |

‘Uland, It was agreed that the
| lime for the ringing of the

| bell be at eight o'elock in the

| morning and an hour before,

i the time for Divine Worship -
<l on the Lords Day,
| e
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Paul's Chureh having heen com:
pleted, dedicated  and  con-
secrated, with its tower, the up-
per course of which with the
baitlements of white limesione
stood and remains today aller a
century and a quarler a8 an
oultsanding memerial to the ar-
chitectural skill of ita builders.

From & history of St Paul's
Churth which was complilld by
the late Thomas G, Ford in 1833
at the time of the celebration of
the church's centenary, we find
a copy of an address presented
io the first Blshop of the
Dioeese, His Lordship Bishap
Aubrey Spencer who arrived in
Newloundland in 1840, From
this copy we take the foll

zealous and pious clergy Paved

 |equally with ourselves attached
. |te the Church Without detracl:

others. we think it incumbent
lan us especially lo recommend
10 your Lordship's personal con
sideration our citcemed Reclor,
the Tiev, Mr, Burt senior Mis
sionary in Newloundiand than
whom your Lordship will not
find one more devoutly rigid
in the right discharge of hie
most sacred duties. The death
of our muth estgemed late Rec
tor, the Mev, Mr.
has caused B vacamey at St
John's hitherto conferred
the next Senior Misslonary and
without attempting to interfere
with your Lordship's patronage.
we do humbly request your

Purls' clolms and long service
ele.” ;
The names of those slgning
this address may have some In-
terest for thete of their des-
ecendants who ramain in this or
ether towns of the province and
are Roberl Lee Whiting, John
Charles Nuttall (Churchwar-
| dansd John Stark, J. James Bay
ley, Thos, Danson, Thos. Ridley,
Joseph Soper, Chas, A, Thernt,
W, Sterling Jr. Jonathen Mar
tin, Thon, Goddan, Jas Lampen,
E. E. Brown, Nath, Davis, Geo.
Kitchen, Wm, Henderton, John
Smith, Willism Dow, Sam'l Ben-
nelt, —Harbour Graee, Nfd.,
the Bth, Juna 1840,
The recommendation of these
members of the. late congregs:
J|tlon bere fruit for on June
18th, 1841 the Vesiry recelvad
eltar from Bishap Spencer
|saying . that Rev. Mr. Burl had
been appojnted a8 Rural Dean
of the Norlhern Distrlel of the
Diocess and Commissary to His

Lordship.

This necesitated (he depart-
ure of Rev, Mr, Burl from Har-
bour Grace and Rev. H. J, Fite
gerald was plnced in temporary
charge of (e perish and dis
trict,

On June 2nd, very full wnd in-
teresting account of a visil to
Harbour Graee of the Right
Revid the Lord Bishop of the
Dioeese la regorded during th
visit & Mr. Shith was ordained
to ihe Deaconole, & confirma-
Hon was held sl which 1
babitants recelved the laylng on
of hands, Nis Lonlship  also
visited the Sunday Schaol in
which were fstembled 124 chil
dren.

ey |
WARBOUR  GRACE — SL!

!
ing “Your Lordship will find a

uncher you in this Diccese aud |

“ling st all from the meslts of |

Carrington |,

o |

Lordship will not pass over Mr. |’

| would

! with free house and Jand.

‘| a letier from Mr. Jones' sisler

| first to make any appointment
‘| for St. Paul's the church ser-

| bis duties at Carbonear and be. |

: of what happened later that it
.| would have Been betler if the

_mdlu&aml.nr:md
‘| sum raised for Mr.

June 27, 1960
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(Continued) i
HWARBOUR GRACE—We read
| that In 1863, & il of sale wax
made between the trustees of
the Presentation Church and
Rev. Bertram Jones, reclor of
51, Feul's, James Lampen and
Joseph Godden, ehurch wardens
for the purchase of a piece of
ground for fifty pounds, being
part of a parcel of ground sold
by Jane Sarsh Mayne to the
truslees of the said Presbyter
jan Church, The bounds are
particularly stated and this is
what for sixly of more yeary
a3 the old cemetery but is now
so filled that only an occasional
hurlsl is made there, This ceme-
tery was consecrated in Novem-
ber 1864 and the old graveyard
around the church was closed
for interments in 1865
In 1885, the clarionsties, vio:
| lins and viols were discomtinued
and & harmonium was installed.
The amount of fourteen shil-
lings was paid to Birs, Jones
for freight and other expensey
in connsction with it and a vote
aof thanks was tendered to Miss
Garner for playing the har |
manium in church. |
That year also saw the rec-
tor, Rev. B. Jones, in ill kealth |
and he was granied a pro- |
tracied leave of ahsence and
sailed for England to receive
expert treatment. A3 soon as
his health permitted he under-
took light dulies in » village
church so as not fo be & burden
on relatives. It was undersiood
that he should obtain a pen-
sion from the S.P.B. he would
not return  to Newfoundland.
The Bishop being reluctant at

vices became very iegular
Tev. Mr. Hoyles gave aa much
time as he could wpare from |
tween himself and Mr. James |
Cardner. » liceneed layreader. |
did the best ther could under |
existing elrcumstances. |
The Bishop visited England |
in 1646 and intimated that if St. |
Paul's people could guarantee a |
salary of two hundred pounds |
per annum, he would endeavour
fo select a rector for St. Paul's
whils in England.
Many of the parishioners
being away at Labrador af that
{ime, those who were home
mot be answerable for
those who were away. but they
gave the guatantee of a salary
«of two hundred and fifty pounds

It weuld seem in the light

Bishop had consulted Mr. Jones
and the SF.G. before making
any engagement for his doctor
mid that & warmer climate
would be necessary if Mr. Jones
was 1o return to duty. He did
not succeed in getling his pen-
sion, but meanwhile Rev. Mr.
Cooper had bees interviewed in |
England by the Bishop and an |
agreement was Teached where- ||
by he would become rector onl:
the Bishop's approval and steps ||
ware taken and sn amoont was
Taised to pay the transportation
eharges from England to New-
foundland on his effecls. L'p!
wards of one hundred and fen .
pounds being subscribed. but
the arrangement was cancelled
when the clergyman’s mother
refused permission for her son
to come 1o this country, :
The Bishop having mean-
while arrived back, he notified
the wardens that arrangements
had been made that Archdeacon
Kelly would assume the ree
torate of St Paul's and this
news was hailed with delight.|
In addition to becoming rector
he war to make the northern
and western visitations,
Extensive repaits were being
the
Cuvper’s
transportation was used for that
purpose so thal it weuld be
ready suitable for the coadjulor
Bithep's residence.

Juat then the Bishop received

in Enghnd saging that a2 he
had not been successful in get-
ting his pension he was return-
ing to Newfoundland to take
wp his duties again. He had Been
wheent for nearly two years and
the news was not 3




