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five Government, we write 3.
ws from old records,
MARCH 8th, 1832
“The tighly important and
ifying imfarmelion s receiie
the Brig. “Caralire” from Bri

has granted the

112 L
foundlond and has issued 3
leommlssicn to Sir Thomms Coch-
| rane by which e will be empewer

ailve

e inhabitans of

|6 to summa x represent
jassem

namely = leteer from G. R. Rabin.
son, MP. of England to Mr. Robert

B
I mittee, Carbonear, that the Brilish

s fol. 02 the prompiluds with
Majesiy's ministers had nereded to
‘he desires of the peo
Coleny bnd tae happy sczempli
went of their wishes anc pointed
cut seme of the benetlts Nkely ta
sserue from the new crder
things. Mr. I, L. Prendergsst then
- | moved thet the 23rd April be kept
a5 a ey of public Teisicing in
celebration of the event.

Tiree hearty cheers
for his Mos! Gravious ia/tsty,
theee more for ‘he chalrman,
mecing adjourned.

There were numbess who wished
to regresent the district of Conce

grat-
d by
istol,

13
New-
new

ing given
523

the

f1832)

I *The disqaieting

sprextl of the cholera

U asjutic Plicne has h
ol of anxiely.

; - The cities of Quebec.
. Xew York and Roston, also Liver-

rool and nther ports

have been declared infeéted

THE PLAGU'E CHOLERA

news of

1852

jdwelling house al the farmer and
la store belonging to the latter.,

Following up last week's arlicle whieh were only separated  from

the
morbas  or
cen given a

coneerning  the

i reanldanger
Montreal

in Enzland

and Grace. The list

Asiatic
which brought much alarm (@ muny The wind hlew a fresh  breeze .
cities and seemed to present a
to Newfoundland:
especlally to Conception Bay, we
read that g subscription amounting |€overy,
to ncarly one hundred pounds were , bulldings was enveloped i flames,
had from the people of Harbour and soon alter, a quentily of gun-
of

Plrzee ceach other by a vory small spoce. 11

fram the ws.w and so rapid was,
the progress of ile [ire thal in .
about fiftecn minules from its dis-|
the whole body of these

subserilers - powder whieh had heen deposiled
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HARBOUR GRACE — Following |
the 2real fire of 1832 which laid |
! waste the larger area of Harbour:

CGirace and of which ap account

has |

been written in recent articles, im- &'
;. provements were planned for 4 new

This was the first newr
Newfoundlamd End was
"e fow daye later by
| trom Englend arrivi

£r. Willam Siirl

despatcres
at 52 John'
chatrman

13t the publ:c meeting held at
Sour Grece, Ostober 4:h, 163
N

ok
meeting
at the

requerted the  shes
\Siath o cal & pubs
jwhich he did to be called
ixia'h-( Flace. ilathour Grace, §
urdny the 21t Marck, al

{ The Pryaty Sheeiff ha
ted (he meeting, te chair
Willirm SUcting came foras
Hminization

and.

Ition Bay, an impocant cne it was

smated and comesied those
elections.

Jater "that the terms ol tre mem:
bers for Gavernmont are being 1.+
rasged, and ihat only_one Judge
.. shait Re acdmilted ta the Council.

he esciuded.” One
De. | Cecgyman is faid o have remagked
that the cleverest 1ing the devid
il afrer |ever did war to keep reiigion o
rling on Lae impott- of polit

ose days, and there were mary
cely 1imes wher Dames were nom
firs

Mr. Brocking wr.les . Thomas
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Harbour

ol FAMILIES RECALLED
The Trapnell Family

HARBOUR GRACE~The Trap-
nell family is another of the wery
od Bristal femifies who is sald
came (o Bogland with William the
Conqueror and whose mame ap-
peas in the Doomeday Bagk, 3
one of the largest landowners in
England at that time, The family
can stll show their coat of arms—
the Grifa Rampanl—granted to
them at that time.

The Trapnells were ameng the
fire sufferers of 1032, bl had
been rosiding there lomg before
ithat time. Amang records of 1832,
| there was an sdvertisement of 2
| Mrs, Trapnell, whé sops that they
| whil dind her 31 the house lately
occupled by Mr. Joseph Peters.
This Mrs, Trapnell had s -chil-
|dron, among whom was the late
IMr, John Trapnell whe for many
, [years was -the respecled Deputy
[ Sheriff at Harbour Grice and Re:
, [cording Secretary of-the Methodist
Charch. He was recognized for his
long years of service by recelving
the Imperial Servive Crder some
years before hls death, Two slsters,
2 Mrs, Worral of St Johw' and
Mrs. Spence of British Columbia
have decendants lviag at St
John's, Two brothers were captains
in the foreign trade, and hath lost
their lives In that serviee. Capl.
Robert Trapnelh, who was lost in
[he berque Lord Raglan of 2000
tons when {rading in Austerlia has
also decendanls in this country.
A |Capt. William Trapnell was lost
& |in his own hrigantine the Relormer
r | whieh he built on the site where
¢ fthe marine dacks stani at Hacbour
F | Grace, :
The Rorke Faniliy
| Reeords -of H. F. Shostis fell
n |among others of the well known
,|family of Rorkes at Carbonear
p|B0d very frequenily in Harhour
ot | Grace riews of the early 1830s, tae
¢ |firm and the name of John Rorke

e

Historical Records Of |

(race

poriant meetings, Porhaps lhen,‘
pur Cithonear readers may e i
terested in what the late M.

Shortis hes written of that well

kown family, which todey is one
of the bist snown in this province
and better known in (he uld fown

of Carbonear, where ii-still coa-
ducts n flourishing business.

The Hon John Rerke fol his fitle
from Queen Vieteria for his long
and honorable career us Menber
of fhe Hotse of Assembly for the
districl of Carbonear. He was bel-
Lor and more- familiary Known as

in 1607 and came fo Newfound-
Tand in 182¢ a5 clerk to Bennett
and Rorke, who at thal time car-

and John Rorke were cousins, and
nephows of Thomas Bennett.
Thomas Ridley had stected busi-

tour Grace. John Rorke managed
2 branch ousiness for him 2t
Adan's Cove, but in & yecord of
Dec. Hih, 1832, there is an an-
nouncenient that the parinership
carrled on between Thomas Ridley
and Cp, ane John Rotke of Adam's
Cove under the mame of Joln
Ttorke and Co is dissolved and the
firm will be carried on in future
by John Rorke.

In the year 1838, John Rotke
started husiness at Carhoncar on
the site of Slade Elson and Co,
whith previous to that, was George
and Jamds Kemp, dafing back 1o
190, Bul even prior to thet date
was Pike and Creen in 1750, Bath

clean hills of health cannnt he is
teued, There is <ach close and inti-

leaves us to wonder whal has be.!in the upper loft of the store, ex
come of the names of many on the  ploded, shaking the toltering tim.*

| town,

ning is evident in the well

and the result of this plan-

Jaid

“ffoncst John Rotke." Hz was boen |,
in Athlone, County Cavan, Ereland i

ried on business at Adem's Cove, |,
in Bay de Verde. Thomas Ridicy :

ness o his owe, acconnt 2t Hael,

mate intercourse with all  these
slaces that it is feared by the town.
whole populalion that it may | Although the precl

\were many and widas!
bat the disease should
there Iy no record of

spread to this country.
© A meeting was he'd in the Court-

"y G s
hUEli(‘. .‘dr‘mdu_\, .Yul_t Sth. ‘,0. dx poaring, The clties o
peese the best means of  avertiBl  seoniraal suffered te
i the cholera from this town. Mr.- [did Boston and New

g ehh was called to the chair and
read a communication from nes
¢-gedv, the Colonial Secretary to
the Rt.~Rev. Dr. Fleming, the
Catholie Bichop, who was taking
very prominent part in lonking '
alter the affairs of the community.
Resolutions passed in St John's

cases were reporled
iand Cape Breton and

=

.late English papers

‘lhal the cholera whi

‘hetween the

Brigus and Western Bay, and all
I'Marks ond these of

taking precauiions to prevent this
terrible epidemnic which is cansing
such havoe elsewhere. The town
of Harbour Girace was divided into
\seven wards”

The chuse from

ii( appeared, are, fro
have heen gble to &

ing forth simuitanen

1838 deposiied here alse and in 1everal

{The 1832 Fire Continusd} other stores that destructive article
«At the very first alarm, such had been Impeudently  lodged
of the inhabitents whose property | which exploded from time to tims,
was mot immediately endangered, |terrifying the people and paralys.
collectsd in great force, with the |ing their eftorts and fatally In-
itwo flre engines belonging to the creasing the conflagration by hurl
{town, and attet & {ruitless attempt | ing the fragments accelerated by
to subdue the flames upon the|ihe wind to an smazing distenics.
spot where they broke out, direcled i The afore mentioned premises
"yhelr atiention to the preservalion | were now reluctantly abandoned
of th e extensive mercantlle|[and the crowd rotreated to the
premises belonging to the estate |dock between them and Peter
of W. H. Dznson, which was in [ Brown's residence. Hore, the
the immediate vicinlty to the West- Ihotses had been covered with
'ward, for which purpose (he !blankets which were constantly
‘tengines were brought -inte play |saturaled  with water by the
“tupon varlous points, but the fire'engines, the neighbouring fences

of these Frms were closely con

both firms in that day were the
weglthiest in the island.

John Rurke and Sons is one of the
oldest ani most impoetant in the
island and is heing ‘erried on to
this day by deseendants of that

figures as chairmzn of many ime

nolakle man “Honest John Rorke".

neefed with Ppale, England anc.

The business siand of Messrs,

. had got t osuch a head before they land pailings were cul down, and

Larrived and (he materials were by these concentrated etforts and

|'so intlammable as to render &l the wind veering at hid time o

- iheir efforts 1o check the progress
ineffectual.

i A quantity of gunpowder wax wesl part of the town. Al

the

resulted among the crews and the
passengers of several ships.

The Brigl. RINGWOOD arrlved . fepid
sl Port de Grave from Oporto gndirangn of buildings on hoth sides ol

Iher as well as private letters told; Slreet now

premisex

and Cn. in the centre of the town,
whenee it pro-
‘ceeded o7 the precise spol whence

dters of conjecture, for, when dis
lcn\‘ored, the flames hnd sssumed
“an appalling power and were burst-

,north-west the flames were happily|
iprevented from espanding to the |

list—sc few are found todsy in this bers llke an earthquake. and thet

 next moment the atmosphere fur!
sutlons laken, s considerable distence was filled
pread to com-iwith burning embers, ;
it have cnme,! The flomes now communicated
any case ap-t0 the houses on the right ands
[ Quebce and lelt of both sides of the street and |
rribly and w‘wi(h such rapldity that (he scene!
York, Severel; was most formidsble and terrify-4
from Halifax ing. They were secn passing from |
many deathy house o house with almost as‘
‘much celerlty as f{ire  kindled
lamong stubble, embracing each in |
succession un'il the immense |

the street from where Vieloria
is. in a direct line to
ich was of a|lecward as far as Mr. Candler's, be-
reached m—llow Kerry Lane, became a burning |

brought by,

were al=n read at this meelina. . very bad kind had
\Ir. Tiomas Ridley Rev. Mr iafleld, . ; mass. ‘
Ellis. James Hippisley, George \ However. In (he midst of pll the The scene that ensued bafflos ;
el Hippisley, M Mavne, Dr. Molloy. i | preparations of the people of thiz description, femacles and children:
g | cpveral others addresced the Ibay egainst the dread discase, fhere iwere seen running about in all|
y and several o = o came the clash of five-hells. Fight. directions, shrieking in the mast
meeting. A rosolution appointing:  jne(he plague was forgoffen in piteous manner and endesvouring
'a committee nf 35 was adopled 'o the dreadful catstrophe of fire ‘to save (hemselves {vom destruc-
instruet all the inhabitants of the which swept the town, Harhour Uon, The nwners of houses oc-,
danger. Anoher cosolution  was U Groee was in [limes, and these was [cupicd themselves in casting their,
pn:sp(] that a csubscription he trouble and fots of it right at hand, DI'UIH‘FI,\‘ oat in e \lrrr_tArmcr-‘
1 “otarted for the purpese of provid- August lﬂll}., 1332 . chandise ol every fiusur:pl’mn—‘
ine a hospitak. The record of this fire reads as beds, bedding and picces of fur-
1 = : . i " . fallows: "On Saturday aflernoun,  niture lay promiscunusky  heaped
\ The whole country was aroused " elwi - T e y s
" % after meoting was held etsween two and thee o clock, the - fokether and vuer:‘.trm.dvn under
v andmeelynz a s \mostalarming fire which ever ne.“fout. The littte time  given for:
: in  Harhour Grace, Carbonear. curred In this distriet broke nut preparation prevented the removal

of Thot
Messrs Ridley

of these to & place of safety and
little, if anylhing of the property
of individuals could be saved.
whilst the wildaess of the looks
“of the sufferers and the incoher-
ence of thelr expression to solicit
assistance excited the compassion
nf the gpectslors and the alarm
and distress pictured in all their
countenances rendered the scene
most appalling.™”

m all that we
sceriain, mal-

uely from the

the most handsome of its kind in |
this islend, was consumed at an
early period, It cost about feur
thousand pounds lo build fifteen
years before (1817). The estab-
Jishments of all the supplying
merchants in this town with but
three exceptions shared the same
fate and ail the goods and mer-
chandise which they contained,
besyle seven retail stores. The
Waterford Arms, Keefe's Hotel, |!
and the Commercial Rooms, twelve
public houses, and upwards of [
sixty premises oceupicd by trades-
men and others were entirely de-
stroyed. In all, at Jeast, one
hundred (famities, forming about
six hundred of the inhabitants
were deprived of their dwellings
and were forced 1o take refuge in
“The Episcopal Church, which|the homes of such fellow-lowns.
has ever been the pride and|men who were beyond the reach
{ornament of the town and certainly ; of thedestruetive element.”

buildings, however, in the con-
trary direction as far zs before
atated; except a few in the vear,
among which were Mr. Parkins
(now. the residence of Mr. H. H.
Archibald), the Parsonage, the
Newtoundland school were all de-
stroyed. Entirely. bullt of wood,
and contsining  great quantities
of pitch, tar and resin and other
combustible asticles, besides being
thieckly interspersed with large
manufactures of oil, they were in
the short peried of twe hours
from the time of the alarm re-
duced to ashes. No lives were
lost, but the losses of property
jwas greal and & accurately as
‘clrcumslances conld eslimate
| amounted lo one hundred thousand
| pounds,

OCTOBER 24, 1957

Y

Feb 26, 1957

lashbacks From |

february
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e
abitants amont G | lell b

of el hace pasted | on fo

stern hathoars, all

0 Carhongar [ aligid the fusersl
wliery promises b of the Rev. Jaln Goddison vl |
o the eoming diod ther: o Foh, 31l
oohadnuinge of G2 AL L3 pm. Ihe Lady Giover |!

nroceeded lnere by carriage and

o
Thé

1890

1800, aaed |!

or (hat tewa, while miny I

Teaw. Mr. Goddisen war n f

10 1e1l of the time when there were

ol but four horses in Hr. Grace, two
Har- at the race course and two al
nity. bul A Mosquito (Bristol's Hope). Tt is
1o 1o told. - to be wondered that anyone would
v e items | take this steed unduly.)

Hr. Grace, Dec. 1831 — Josiah
parkins sends nclice that his ted
tand white cow, branded J, P., has
istraved and he offérs a reward
for information that will lead to
the convietion of the culprit.

. Hr. Grace. August 31, 1832 —
Peter Fogerson offers handsome
roward for the recovery of a HAIR
TRUNR which was stolen from his
what! on the day of the great fire.

Carhonear—Dr. Taylor has lost
a case of surgical irstruments an
carbonear Beach and offers a re-
ward of four dollars 10 the person
relutning them 1o the home of
Mr. 1. C. Watls,

remathy
S A den 0
“pe Line and well |
ol A DEWS:

Anan
ninl-
wos

washer
N
a the dark

3 foe aide|
« Tac padlie

0id seal captaing
ter (he veather
i the sesls will
their voung, and
the fuillaek for the
coad after such &

e three fimes my
wners set oat Irom
an usual (his year.
ald bhoats are being
w ones hnile, It is
me  vessols {rom
2 be fitted out for

naon was observed
flarhour Cirace le

alive of Manchcsier, England, and
came le Ui coantry in 1680 A
Tew years after bis ordinaller to
Ihe mieistry of fhe United Chureh,
he marsicd M3 Rorke, elest
daughler of (e Fon. Jdin Korke
Ty, Mr, Goadison libourad I all
the principal cirenils of the isliné.
Twelve yesrt were spent at Car-
bonear, four in Hr, Grace and four
in Brigns, The faflowing waa the
order of the Tuncrali

Matonle Deeheom; Minisiers=
24; Bemcrs; P M. Thowpeanm,
W.H; PM, Caimmsj P -Joseph |
Godder; BAL Munn, RS Rra W,
Dulf; PM. Travers (O.V.T); Relas

2 sovnenennle Lo proeced

tives amd Friends.

Witim
Adm el

o thy 271h
ch

Laen
Berer G veed

Tlolyroed, Dee. 18, 1832 — The
valuable fee-simple properly  be-
lnging to the estate of Willam
Dansons ¢ maw offered for sale
Thaose desirable premises situated
a1 Holyrood comprise a  gond
twelling house, 2 stores, country

house, shop, cook room. wharf, 2
sages. 3 large finkes, [rost proof

collar with net Taft over, An ex- !
tensive range of garden and,
meadow ground with cow house |
anil four tenements for {ishermen.
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THE FIRST AUTOMOBILE,
ST, JOHN'S—1903 1l

As we seem to have exhausted
our sources of information for
the present regarding Hr. Grace
history, we have gathered some
items from a Trade Review of 1803,
whieh will probably interest read-
ers of today. .

Now and then we come Across
people who ask us ahout some
“firsts” and not long ago we were
asked when the first automobile
came to Newfoundland.

Here Is the answer taken from
the above named paper:

“Water Street, St. John's saw
its first aulomobile this week
(May 1803),

o1t passed through the strecls
of St. John's at 7 o’clock en Tues-
day evening, in charge of it§ own-
‘er,’ Mr. H, D. Reld, who, with two
or three friends, look a run out in
it as far as the Portugal Cove
Road to Mucray’s Pond, 1t did nol
go fast through the city, hut gol
up a speed of about twelve miles
an hour in some places on the
voad, Mr. Reld had a few short
runs on it hefore in the West End,
but“this is the first long distance
run. E . .

“The vehicle is a four wheeler,
and cost Mr. Reid, Janded here,
$1600, It {s run by a gasolene mo-
tor, r called the - “Locomobile,”
and was built st Bridgeport, Conn.
1is wheels are 28 inches in dia-
meter, fitted with heavy pneu-
matic tyres. Ils exireme Jength,
nine feel, one inch and width five
fest (kiree inches, ‘It weighs with
tanks empty 1250 lbs, with tanks

out streets which are to be found

here in this day. The men of thgt

day are to be remembered for their
lenergy and far sightedness—-their

. works live after them. And so we

come 10 Sepltember Tth, 1832 and .

ql

uote: . ‘
" “The gentlemen appoinied &t the !

| public meeting held at the Court

| House on Monday

the purpose of laving

'the disastrous fire of August 18th..
met at once and appointed Thos.

oul
'streets for a new town, following

| 27th  August, .
|1832. to act as commissioners for

the |

P

Rifley as chairman with Robert
Pack, George Lilly, Patrick Keouzh
and Richard Anderson as commit-
secre-

|tee. the last mamed bel
tary.

ng

. breaks 10 be 60 feet wide.

toria Street was the name

lThe second Cirebreak was on the

premises férmerly
William Innoft,

17 4iAccording to resolutions already
passed, the main sireel now called
 Water Streel was to be 50 feet
wide and four eross streels or fire-

which commemor-

“The first fire break was to be
between the premises of H.
Danson and Denijel Candler’s. Vie-’

w.

given. |

oceupied by’

ales the Waterford Arms Hotel and
‘which must have created a heart
! pang at the good times that many

' had in celebrating
+ ' gaints. LeMarchant Stre

House

'!ing down from SL

lilo the point

their

titular |
et or as it
| was more familiarly called, Gnsi

Hill records this localily.
«The third fire break was lead-,
Paul's Chureh |
of Beach and

wis I

1, called Cochrane Street or Church

rHIL
Y 1
the widening of Kerry
least forty feet.
_been looked upon

“The fourth firebreak was to be ;

Lane to at]

This must
by the owners'

have !

,as an extremely valuable piece of i
'land, as for some erason or other
' the Commissioners failed to czrry]
out the plans laid down, and Kerry

 Lane remains about
wide. It should have
+when Garland Street w
to the Railway

6 or 7 Ieeli
been widened

as widened '

direct continuation to the

i front,
iing (and
day). .

but this lane awaits )
is seldom used at his

Station as it is a

water- )

widen-

| "“iwre need aonty look at the town

of Harbour Grace lo see how
these commissioners carried

. their work and vajuabl
streets.

«After another fire

. at this later date as
Ishow it lto be a narro
‘lane leading from

original

' about 1825.
“Previous to
,of
‘which led up just
. §treet and joined

well
(118

e buildings .
were erected on both sides of the

in
Water Stireet was widened
{ more to the present width. Banner-;
man Street must have been wovmed |

w

1858.
still

the old plans
crooked |’
the waler Iront*
' tp beyond Josiah Parkins’ residence
i which must have been one of the
buildings in the town at
| that time and must have been built

the main arteries was a lane
each of Victoria
with Death Hill!

as the path to Lady Lake and the

i
! woads.”

e e e —

1

the 1832 firve, one



